
 
 

 

 

27 May 2024 

 

 

Dear Mr O’Day, 

 

We write to you as people living with HIV and allies, as public figures, scientists, medical 

professionals, and artists, committed to ending AIDS. 

 

We commend Gilead Sciences, Inc. for your work developing the new long-acting HIV 

medicine Lenacapavir. Requiring only two injections a year, it could be a real game-changer 

worldwide for the people most excluded from high quality healthcare. 

 

We urge Gilead to ensure that people in the Global South living with or at risk of HIV can 

access this groundbreaking medicine at the same time as people in the Global North can. 

We request that you license Lenacapavir now, without delay, through the Medicines Patent 

Pool and make the license open to all low- and middle-income countries (LMICs). 

 

The Global South is home to most of the people who could benefit from Lenacapavir. 

Currently, across Asia, Africa and Latin America, around 1 million people become infected 

with HIV every year; imagine if we could prevent all these people from becoming infected, 

and thereby change their lives, delivering them from a lifetime of treatment and medical care. 

People who have been marginalized could especially benefit. A twice a year injection could 

be a radically positive change for people facing stigma, for young women fighting to take 

control of their own bodies, for LGBTQ people facing criminalization and discrimination, for 

sex workers, and for people who inject drugs. 

 

This innovation could help end AIDS as a public health threat by 2030 – but only if all who 

would benefit from it can access it. We are deeply concerned that so far Gilead has not put 

in place the elements to ensure that this happens. 

 

The world now recalls with horror and shame that it took ten years and 12 million lives lost 

before generic versions of ARVs became available worldwide and thus HIV treatment on a 

large scale became possible for people in the South. 

 

With Lenacapavir approved in the US and Europe for treatment, and likely to soon be 

available for prevention, there is no reason to delay the sharing of this technology with 

LMICs. While we are aware that previous access licenses that you signed have made 

treatments for HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis C available to people in low-income countries, we 

urge you, this time, to include middle-income countries as well. 



  
 
 

Gilead’s long history of working with the global AIDS community to make medicines 

accessible includes licensing technology like Tenofovir to the Medicines Patent Pool and 

working with UNAIDS and others to advance access. Today nearly 24 million people living 

with HIV in the Global South are benefitting from Tenofovir. Your legacy can grow beyond 

this. 

 

By sharing the technology with the whole of the Global South, you will help save lives, 

prevent HIV infections, and advance the end of the world’s deadliest pandemic. You can 

shape history. 

 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Victoria Oyiene Abah, Health Activist 

Khalipha Abubakri Opeyemi Abdulrafiu, Health Activist 

Rebecca Abidogun, Health Activist 

Itunu Abioye, Committed Soul Women Health Advocacy Africa Initiative (Coswohi) 

Oluwaseyi Abiwonnu, Health Activist 

Zackie Achmat, Co-founder, Treatment Action Campaign 

Ibrahim Adamu Kura, Society for Family Health (SFH) 

Bilkisu Adelakun, Network of People Living with HIV and AIDS in Nigeria (NEPWHAN) 

Ayodeji Adeniji, Association of Positive Youth Living With HIV/AIDS in Nigeria (APYIN) 

Shakiru Adeosun, Program Director, Human and Health Right Support Initiative 

Alaba Adewuyi, Health Activist 

Balikis Adeyemi, Aswhan Osun State Coordinator 

Temitayo Folasade Adeyemi, Excellence Community Education Welfare Scheme (ECEWS) 

Dupe Adeyemi, Health Activist 

Emmanuel Adinkwu, Health Activist 

Gkoria Agu, Civil Servant 

Jacob Ajala, Health Activist 

Anuoluwapo Ajayi, Executive Director, Terra Agric Farm Future Limited 

Beatrice Ajibola, Health Activist 

Churchill Akpan, State Coordinator, Association of Positive Youths Living with HIV/AIDS in 

Nigeria Osun State Chapter (APYIN OSUN) 

Dayo Aleshinloye, KP Coordinator (Ondo State, Nigeria) 



  
 
Karimatu Alhaji Usman, Mentor Mother 

Adamu Ali Kaduwa, State Coordinator, Network of People Living with HIV and AIDS in 

Nigeria (NEPWHAN) 

Khadijah Amuda, Association of Positive Youth Living With HIV/AIDS in Nigeria (APYIN) 

Mariam Amuda, Association of Positive Youth Living With HIV/AIDS in Nigeria (APYIN) 

Vivek Anand, CEO, Humsafar Trust 

Gillian Anderson, Actor, author, activist 

Davivia Ameerah Anderson, Health Activist 

Belinda Anibuno, Health Care Worker 

Juliet Anih, Health Activist 

Sheena Anthony, GBV Advocate 

Odunola Aremu, Health Activist 

PharmaTech Adebisi Arinola, People Living with HIV (PLHIV) 

Georgia Arnold 

Miracle Ashio, Peer Educator & Champion 

Edwin Asibor, Member, Nigeria Network of People Who Use Drugs 

Oladele Atinuke, Health Activist 

Rhoda Audu, Laboratory Technician, Adolescents and Young People Living with HIV 

(AYPLHIV) 

Chalita Auesiritrakul, Regional Coordinator, PVA Asia 

Oluwawemimo Awe, Association of Positive Youth Living With HIV/AIDS in Nigeria (APYIN) 

Roseline Awoyemi, Health Activist 

Fisayo Ayodele, Association of Positive Youth Living With HIV/AIDS in Nigeria (APYIN) 

Brenda Facy Azizuyo, Programmes Officer, International Community of Women living with 

HIV Eastern Africa (ICWEA) 

Shabana Azmi, Actor and activist 

Hajja Baba, Health Activist 

Iyanuoluwa Bada, Health Activist 

Hellen Badmus, Health Activist 

Dr Nadia Badran, Executive Director, SIDC 

Brook Baker, Professor of Law 

Baliqis Bala, Executive Director, YES Foundation for Sustainable Development 

Saeed Baloch, Social Worker 



  
 
Dr Joyce Banda, President of the Republic of Malawi (2012-2014)* 

Dr Wilbert Bannenberg, Chairperson, Pharmaceutical Accountability Foundation 

Reuben Barde, Health Activist 

Françoise Barré-Sinoussi, Nobel laureate 2008 in Physiology or Medicine 

Anton Basenko, Public Health, HIV and Drug Use Activist 

Peace Bayero, Coordinator, Winners Care Support Group 

Ana Birchall, deputy Prime Minister of Romania (2018-2019)* 

Babatunde Bolarinwa, Network of People Living with HIV and AIDS in Nigeria (NEPWHAN) 

Sungano Bondayi, Person living with HIV 

Dumitru Bragish, Prime Minister of Moldova (1999-2001)* 

Karamo Brown, Television host, author and activist 

Lupakisyo Bukuku, Health Activist 

Winnie Byanyima, Executive Director, UNAIDS 

Alexandra Calmy, Professor at the University of Geneva, and Head of the HIV/AIDS Unit of 

the University Hospitals of Geneva  

David Carlyle, Actor and Writer 

Hikmet Cetin, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Turkey (1991-1994), deputy Prime Minister 

(1995), Speaker of the Parliament (1997-1999)* 

H.E. Monica Chakwera, First Lady of the Republic of Malawi 

Judy Chang, Executive Director, International Network of People who Use Drugs 

Dr Christos Christou, International President, Médecins Sans Frontières  

Dr Darlington Chukwukere, Monitoring and Evaluation Manager, Global Alliance For Public 

Health Intervention (GAPHI) 

Chipo Chuma, Social Worker 

Helen Clark, Prime Minister of New Zealand (1999–2008), UNDP Administrator (2009–2017) 

Christy Clemence, Head of Global Campaigns, People's Medicines Alliance  

Marie-Louise Coleiro Preca, President of Malta (2014-2019)* 

Alan Cumming, Actor, writer and presenter 

Mirko Cvetkovic, Prime Minister of Serbia (2008-2012)* 

Nandita Das, Actor, Filmmaker and Social Advocate 

Ruth Dauda, Association of Women Living with HIV and AIDS in Nigeria (ASWHAN) 

Nick Dearden, Director, Global Justice Now 

Godstime Denedo, People Living with HIV (PLHIV) 



  
 
Aliénor Devaliere, Global Health Advocate, Wemos 

Rajesh Didiya, Suruwat, Nepal 

Pwaboyedi Dishon, Adamawa State Coordinator, Nepwhan 

Monty Dunn, Co-National Coordinator, Universities Allied for Essential Medicines UK 

Grace Ebeloku, Association of Positive Youth Living With HIV/AIDS in Nigeria (APYIN) 

Etta Edem, Executive Director, RECSF 

Osadebamwen Eghaghe, Health Researcher with Equal Health and Rights Access Advocacy 

Initiative 

Franklin Ejiogu, Executive Director, Crème de la Crème House of Fame Foundation, Nigeria 

Esther Ekanem, State Coordinator, NYNETHA 

Kolawole Ekanoye, Executive Director, Advocates for Health and Development Initiative 

Ifeoluwa Ekundayo, Association of Positive Youth Living With HIV/AIDS in Nigeria (APYIN) 

Hakima El Haité, President of Liberal International, Vice-President COP21, Special Envoy 

for Climate Change of the Kingdom of Morocco (2015-2017)* 

Aminat Elutide, Health Activist 

Emmanuel Emenike, Coordinator, Association of Positive Youths Living with HIV/AIDS Osun 

State Chapter (APYIN OSUN) 

Elmercy Ngozi Emmanuel, Health Activist 

Médéric Engel, Coordinator, Students for Global Health 

Chioma Enyi, Mentor Mother 

Damilola Fajumo, Network of People Living with HIV and AIDS in Nigeria (NEPWHAN) 

Jan Fisher, Prime Minister of the Czech Republic (2009-2010)* 

Yvonne Fiyado, Social Worker 

Idayat Folorunsho, Nephwan and Health Activist 

David France, Director, Welcome to Chechnya, How to Survive a Plague, The Death and 

Life of Marsha P. Johnson 

Giorgio Franyuti, Executive Director, Medical Impact 

Stephen Fry, Actor, writer, presenter 

Tinotenda Fundikwa, Health Activist 

Chiril Gaburici, Prime Minister of Moldova (2015)* 

Rose Garbamiaa, Volunteer at Slum2School Africa 

Monica Geingos, former First Lady of the Republic of Namibia 

Howard Gertler, Producer, How to Survive a Plague, All the Beauty and the Bloodshed 



  
 
Jayati Ghosh, Professor of Economics at the University of Massachusetts Amherst, USA  

Sunday Stephen Godwin, Health Activist 

Deborah Gold, CEO, National Aids Trust 

Jessy Gondwe, Health Activist 

Mugove Gonese, Health Activist 

Gregg S. Gonsalves PhD, Associate Professor, Epidemiology of Microbial Diseases, Yale 

School of Public Health; Associate Professor (adjunct), Yale Law School 

Ameenah Gurib-Fakim, President of Mauritius (2015-2018)* 

David Gwasira, Sr Programme Manager, Disability, HIV/AIDS Trust  

Elizabeth R Gwenzi, Activist 

Adebare Hammed, Association of Positive Youth Living With HIV/AIDS in Nigeria (APYIN) 

Dr Kieran Harkin, GP 

Fatima Hassan, Executive Director, Health Justice Initiative 

Luann Hatane, PATA 

Bahati Haule, Health Activist, AVAC Fellow 2024/25 

Jane Henshaw, Health Activist 

Professor Hakima Himmich, founder of the Association for the Fight Against AIDS (ALCS) 

and former President of the International Coalition PLUS 

Prof Dr Hans V Hogerzeil, former Director, WHO Essential Medicines and Pharmaceutical 

Policies, Geneva 

Moses Ibrahim, Health Activist 

Paul Iji, Student 

Good Whyte Ikocha, Health Activist 

David Wisdom Ikpaki, Health Activist 

Abdul Rasaq Isiaq, Youth Advocate 

Beauty Israel, Nurse 

Emmanuel Itulu, Case Manager, People Living with HIV 

Mladen Ivanic, President of Bosnia and Herzegovina (2014-2018)* 

Anifat Jamiu, Health Activist 

Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, President of the Republic of Liberia (2006-2018) 

Solomon Leon Johnson, Program Officer, Olive Right to Health Initiative (ORHI) 

Ivo Josipovic, President of Croatia (2010-2015)* 



  
 
Ahmad Muhud Kabir, State Coordinator for Kano, Association of Positive Youth Living With 

HIV/AIDS in Nigeria (APYIN) 

Adeeba Kamarulzaman, President & Pro Vice-Chancellor, Monash University Malaysia 

Dr. Unni Karunakara, Director a.i., United Nations University, International Institute for Global 

Health, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

Christine Katlama, Professor at Sorbonne University and Pitié-Salpêtrière hospital, President 

of AFRAVIH (Francophone Alliance of Healthcare Actors against HIV and Chronic & 

Emerging Viral Infections) 

Hon. Dr Ephraim Abel Kayembe, Legislator, Malawi Parliament 

Michel Kazatchkine, Special Advisor to the World Health Organization Regional Office for 

Europe (WHO/Europe); Senior Fellow, Global Health Center, Graduate Institute of 

International and Development Studies, Geneva 

Kerry Kennedy, President of the Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights Centre* 

Anthony Kings, Health Activist 

Kenny Kintu, Head of Programs, African Young Positives Network 

Andriy Klepikov, Executive Director, APH 

Csaba Korosi, 77th President of the UN General Assembly* 

Jadranka Kosor, Prime Minister of Croatia (2009-2011)* 

Peggy Kuchocha, Nurse Clinician 

Raymond Kwesiga, Advocacy Officer and Health Activist 

Thaw Thar Kyaw, Chairperson, Myanmar Positive Group 

Naoual Laaziz, Executive Director, ALCS 

Aisha Ibrahim Langawa, Chair Lady, on behalf of the Amana, Adamu Kaduwa, Hantsi, Hope 

of People, Kanadi, Rahama and Supprem Family Support Groups, Potiskum Yobe State 

Paul Laris, Health Activist 

Kabir Lawal, State Coordinator, Association of Positive Youth Living With HIV/AIDS in 

Nigeria (APYIN) 

Dr Robbie Lawlor, Health Activist 

Dr Joanne Liu, Professor, McGill School of Population and Global Health, former 

International President, Médecins Sans Frontières 

Stefan Löfven, Prime Minister of Sweden (2014-2021)* 

Petru Lucinschi, President of Moldova (1997-2001)* 

Igor Luksic, Prime Minister of Montenegro (2010-2012)* 

Sharonann Lynch, Co-Director, Center for Global Health Policy & Politics, O'Neill Institute for 

National and Global Health Law  



  
 
Tambudzai Mubaiwa Manjonjo, Deputy Director, Southern Africa Litigation Center 

Maggie Magadalene Mapharing, Country Director, Disability, HIV/AIDS Trust (Botswana) 

Tichaona Mapolisa, Professor, Zimbabwe Open University 

Sir Michael Marmot CH, Director, UCL Institute of Health Equity, UCL Dept of Epidemiology 

and Public Health 

Aaron Masekela, Country Director, Disability, HIV/AIDS Trust (Zambia) 

Tambudzai Mubaiwa Manjonjo, Deputy Director, Southern Africa Litigation Center 

Michael Mataure, former parliamentarian, Zimbabwe 

Dr Priscilla Mataure, Women University of Africa, Zimbabwe 

Kavengo Matundu, Activist 

Abby Maxman, President and CEO, Oxfam America 

Mariana Mazzucato, Professor in the Economics of Innovation and Public Value, Founding 

Director, Institute for Innovation and Public Purpose (IIPP), University College London (UCL) 

Mackenzie Mbewe, Country Director, Disability, HIV/AIDS Trust (Malawi) 

Francois-Xavier Mbopi-Keou, Professor & Chair, Department of Laboratory Medicine, 

Microbiology, Haematology, Immunology & Infectious Diseases, University of Yaounde I, 

Yaounde-Cameroon 

Sustjie Mbumba, First Lady of the Republic of Namibia 

Diarmaid McDonald, Director, Just Treatment  

Stjepan Mesic, President of Croatia (2000-2010)* 

Francisca Michael, Mentor Mother 

Barbara Mogae, former First Lady of the Republic of Botswana 

Festus Mogae, former President of the Republic of Botswana (1998-2008) 

Aisha Mohammed Kime, Health Activist 

Bilkisu Mohammed Kime, Health Activist 

Princess Stephanie of Monaco, Founder of Fight AIDS Monaco 

Mohamed Motala, Executive Director (NACOSA) 

Joseph Moyo, Community Officer 

Joy Mubvumbi, Child / Adolescent Mentor 

Joshua Mugorondi, Health Activist 

Fatima Muhammed Bello, Health Activist 

Dr Tanaka Mukuhwa, Health Activist 

Rutendo Mumvumi, Social Worker 



  
 
Bongai Mundeta, Chief Executive Officer, Disability, HIV/AIDS (South Africa) 

Rovshan Muradov, Secretary General, Nizami Ganjavi International Center  

Joshua Murphy Gontul, Health Activist 

Joseph Muscat, Prime Minister of Malta (2013-2020)* 

Balikis Musiliu, Nephwan 

Mercy Mutsago, Health Practitioner 

Ephraim Mutsika, Country Director, Liz Homes Hospices 

Phillipa Mutswanga, Professor, Zimbabwe Open University 

Maureen Mwanawasa, former First Lady of the Republic of Zambia 

Sarojini Nadimpally, Public Health Practitioner, PHM 

Paul Mavesere Ndhlovu, HIV Advocate, Communications Associate at Zvandiri 

Vusimuzi Ndlovu, Executive Director, ZINEDHAO (Disability network) Zimbabwe 

Uchenna Ndubuisi Benson, Health Activist & Outreach Worker 

Tom Neuwirth a.k.a. Conchita Wurst - Artist and human rights activist 

Emmanuel Nizhi, Deputy Chairman, Plateau State Youth Council (Affiliate, National Youth 

Council of Nigeria) 

Regina Nmadu, Health Activist 

Ogochukwu Nwandu, Mentor Mother 

Joshua Nwobo, Health Activist 

Joel Nwoke, Health Activist 

Tadiwanashe Nyamukuvhengu, Public Health Specialist 

Dennis Nyati, Country Coordinator, GCAP 

Isaura Nyusi, First Lady of the Republic of Mozambique  

Smart Ijeoma Obi, Nurse 

Wisdom Obiwe, Executive Director, Initiative For Effective People Health (IEPH) 

Clement Obizolu, Health Activist 

Patricia Asero Ochieng, Health Activist 

Fidelia Oduma, Health Activist 

Julianah Ogunlade, Health Activist 

Miss Esther Ogunwusi, Health Activist 

Miss Adeola Ojo, Association of Positive Youth Living With HIV/AIDS in Nigeria (APYIN) 

Ruth Uzochukwu Okechukwu, Executive Director, United Brothers Health Association 



  
 
Joshua Okechukwu, Health Activist, APYIN Fellow 

Chimezie Christian Okeiyi Okeiyi, Executive Director, Total Improved Health Initiative (TiHi) 

Steven Okoloru, Health Activist 

Mary Bosede Oladimeji, Health Activist 

Islamiat Olajide, Association of Positive Youth Living With HIV/AIDS in Nigeria (APYIN) 

Wuraola Olaleye, Health Activist 

Tawakalit Olamide Olamilekan, Health Activist 

Gift Funmilola Olaniyi, Health Worker 

Funmike Olarewaju, Health Activist 

James Olowu, Health Activist 

Faosat Olumoyede, Mentor Mother 

Ayanfe Oluwade, Health Activist, Mentor Mother 

Adedeji Oluwatosin, Health Activist 

Uchenna Ononaku, Executive Director, McClifford Initiative 

Jude Onosigho, Health Activist 

Faith Onuh, Secretary, Association of Positive Youth Living With HIV/AIDS in Nigeria 

(APYIN) 

Emmanuel Temitope Opabisi, Community Facilitator 

Djoomart Otorbaev, Prime Minister of Kyrgyzstan (2014-2015)* 

David Otserakaa, Health Activist 

Joshua Ovughomuo, Activist 

Rebecca Toyosi Owaboye, Health Activist 

Musili Oyetunde, Mentor Mother 

Linus Ozoude, Medical Officer 

Luckmore Pamhidzai, Health Advocate 

Angelica Patiño, Representante Legal GHP Corp 

Milica Pejanovic, Minister of Defence of Montenegro (2012-2016)* 

John Plastow, Executive Director, Frontline AIDS 

Rosen Plevneliev, President of Bulgaria (2012-2017)* 

Mike Podmore, CEO, STOPAIDS 

Birgit Poniatowski, Executive Director, IAS – the International AIDS Society 



  
 
Ricardo Ramírez, Presidente del Frente Nacional por la Salud de los Pueblos del Ecuador 

(FNSPE) del Ecuador 

Abdelraouf Rawabdeh, Prime Minister of Jordan (1999-2000), President of the Senate 

(2013-2015)* 

Florence Riako Anam, Co-Executive Director, Global Network of People Living with HIV 

(GNP+) 

Petre Roman, Prime Minister of Romania (1989-1991)* 

Julio Rondinel, Director Ejecutivo, Asociación CEFIRO, Personas que vivimos con el VIH 

Tafadzwa Rufurwadzo, Development Practitioner 

Halimat Saadu, Case Manager, People Living with HIV 

Muhammad Sadis, Health Activist 

AIishat Salisu, Mentor Mother 

Juan Sebastián Sánchez Amaya, Attorney 

Muhammad Sani, Health Activist 

Ismail Serageldin, Co-chair of the Nizami Ganjavi International Center, Vice President of the 

World Bank (1992-2000)* 

Hanniel Shamaki, Health Activist 

Mustapha Shettima, Health Activist 

Landom Shey, Executive Director, ReCAP+ (Cameroon) 

Grace Simeon, Health Activist 

Phillimon Simwaba, Executive Director, Disability, HIV/AIDS Trust (Zimbabwe) 

Andrew Spieldenner, Executive Director, MPact Global Action for Gay Men’s Health and 

Rights 

Peter Staley, Cofounder, PrEP4All 

Richard Stern, Health Activist 

Sharon Stone, Actor, producer and painter 

Petar Stoyanov, President of Bulgaria (1997-2002)* 

Idris Sulaiman, Initiative For Youth Development Change in Nigeria 

Dr Ellen ‘t Hoen, Director, Medicines Law & Policy 

Blessing Fatima Tadese, Mentor Mother 

Felicia Terhembafan, Health Activist 

Fati Ahmed Tijjani, Counselor 

Abiola Abiodun Titiloye, Health Activist 



  
 
Eka Tkeshelashvili, deputy Prime Minister of Georgia (2010-2012)* 

Paul Uchenna, Health Activist 

Abubakar Umar, Federal Medical Centre, Jalingo 

Mohammed Umar, Health Activist 

Luz Marina Umbasía Bernal, GHP Corp. L.C. 

Alvin Umus, Health Activist 

Awawu Usman, Association of Positive Youth Living With HIV/AIDS in Nigeria (APYIN) 

Cassam Uteem, President of Mauritius (1992-2002)* 

Ngozi Uyamasi, Health Activist 

Osita Uzunnaji, Executive Director, Good Heart For Health Organization, Nigeria 

Wim Vandevelde, Treatment Activist 

Dr Roman Vega, Global Coordinator, People's Health Movement (PHM) 

Vaira Vike-Freiberga, Co-chair of the Nizami Ganjavi International Center, President of 

Latvia (1999-2007)* 

Arnaud Valois, Actor 

Filip Vujanovic, President of Montenegro (2003-2018)* 

Charles Wasswa, Health Activist 

Nicola Willis, Executive Director, Zvandiri 

Dr Carol Wogrin, Psychologist 

Winnifred Yaanboet Yusuf, Health Activist 

Anele Yawa, General Secretary, Treatment Action Campaign 

Joseph Zanza, Medical Doctor, MOH, Zimbabwe 

Valdis Zatlers, President of Latvia (2007-2011)* 

José M. Zuniga, President/CEO of the International Association of Providers of AIDS Care 

(IAPAC), and of the Fast-Track Cities Institute (FTCI) 

 

* Member of Nizami Ganjavi International Center (NGIC) 


